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For generations, Farm Credit East has helped 
commercial fi shing operations plan for and 
fi nance the equipment they need to harvest 
more profi ts for their business. Today, we 
continue to provide fl exible fi nancing and 
solid advice for aquatic businesses of every 
type and size. 

How can we help you net more profi t for your 
business? Call today to review our wide range 
of options.

LOANS FOR:
• Boats
• Trucks
• Gear
• Permits
• Operating lines
• Haul out and repair 

Auburn • 800.831.4230 • FarmCreditEast.com

Looking for a lender 
that understands 
your business?

shakedown cruise

CFN Shakedown Cruise: FV-Tuna.com 
by Brian Robbins

Welcome to another CFN Shakedown 
Cruise.

Periodically, we will focus on a new 
launch and dig a little deeper into what 
went into the project – whether it be a 
new model or a hull well-known to the 
New England commercial market.  What 
we hope to do is provide insight and 
information our readers can apply to 
their own setups … and, as always, offer 
up a little entertainment along the way. 

—Editor

LAMOINE, ME – Homestretch hook-up and 
sea trials will never be the same again for Stewart 
Workman and the SW Boatworks crew.

Obviously, building a boat that will be featured on 
a nationally-televised reality program has its plusses 
as far as publicity goes.  Let’s face it: having one of 

your boats on the National Geographic Channel’s 
Wicked Tuna series is the commercial fishing world’s 
equivalent of how Dodge must’ve felt about the Dukes 
of Hazzard picking a Charger to paint up as the 
General Lee.

But there was also the fact that once Gloucester, 

MA fisherman Dave Carraro’s new Tuna.com was 
trailered out of the SW shop in Lamoine, ME and 
exposed to the public eye in the Union River in 
Ellsworth, a camera was generally handy  
somewhere.

There were folks taking “Look at me!” selfies with 

Brian Robbins photo
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THE DESIGNER
Calvin Beal Jr. says the inspiration for the 44-footer that bears his name was 

simply to “build something that wouldn’t be outdated in a few years.”  Mission 
accomplished: Calvin’s 44’x17’6” mold was part of a multi-model package 
purchased by SW Boatworks in 2008; today it is the shop’s most popular 
hull.  “I feel good about Stewart Workman buying my molds,” says Beal.  “His 
workmanship is great and he puts out a good product.” 

See SHAKEDOWN, next page

Typographical errors are unintentional and subject to correction.
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FISHING • SAFETY  
HARDWARE

HAMILTON
MARINE

ACCUSat™ 406 MHz EPIRBs

$39999Cat II Manual
Order# 731676

$49999Cat I Auto
Order# 731678

6 Year 

Battery

6 Year Non-Haz Mat battery. 6 Year warranty. 
S/S antenna. USCG/GMDSS Approved.  

Fish Basket

$1999

HML-BASKET-PLAS
Order# 118243

Orange plastic 
with holes. 1 
bushel capacity. 

USCG APPROVED

Reg 279.99
RVS-1409A  
Order# 743829

$25999

Classic neoprene with wide 
legs for quick donning. 
Snug-fitting face seal, 
retro-reflective tape. 
Includes whistle and 
storage bag.

Adult Universal 

Immersion Suit

SAVE
$20

Manline 

Pot Warp

VOLUME
PRICING

AVAILABLE!

Search# HMP-MANLINE 

$11399
Starting At

High Performance LED Lights

T-760 Radar

$186999
SIT-T760
Order# 754193

7" color LCD display. Intuitive touch 
screen/rotary dial control. 16-48 
rpm rotation speeds. 4kW, 24nm, 
includes 18" radome antenna.

M-Series provides superior light with ultra low power 
consumption. High purity aluminum housing. 

SEARCH# RIL-

Glove Liners

Polyester/cotton blend, one size fits all.
LIMITED QUANTITY!

HMG-GLPC 
Order#  758617

$599 DOZEN

Type I Life Vest

Order# 748930

Adult Universal 
USCG Approved 
with reflective tape

$2999

X-Trapper Jacket 

and Trousers

Ripstop fabric, comfortable 
without compromising strength 
in critical areas. Sizes S-2XL.

Jacket
Search# GYC-VXT

Pants
Search# GYC-XTR

SPECIAL
PURCHASE!

$89999

Flush, watertight, 4-dog system, opens from the outside only.
Cast Aluminum Commercial Hatches

24" x 24"

Reg 999.99
BOM-C42424-O
Order# 104619

Reg 599.99
BOM-C41524-O
Order# 104612

$52999
15" x 24"

Eclipse+ VHF Class D DSC

$13999
$30 manuf. 

mail-in rebate
$10999 Final Cost

Black Order# 757584

White Order# 757585

SAVE
$70

SAVE
$100

Polyurethane Boots

$8320 pair

Comfortable, light-
weight, with an 
excellent grip sole. 
Brown. Sizes 8-13

Search# GYC-GCU-BR

Twin-S Controls

TEL-CH5200P
Order# 735916

Hand cast brass. Triple 
chrome plated. Uses 33 
or 43 series cables.

$23999

Grabber Glove TOUCHSCREEN 
COMPATIBLE!$449 PAIR

Size Order#

S 758693

M 758694

L 758695

XL 758696

their iPhones with the black-hulled 
Tuna.com in the background.

There were local TV affiliates 
wanting to do interviews with Carraro 
about his new Calvin Beal 44.

Heck: even the Ellsworth Police 
Department’s Facebook page touted the 
fact that they were escorting Tuna.com 
to the water on launch day.

It definitely added a dimension 
to things that usually isn’t there for 
SW Boatworks.  There’s nothing like 
hanging upside-down through a deck 
hatch to tighten a connection – knowing 
that a film crew is standing on the dock 
– to make you conscious of plumber’s 
crack.  

Skipper Dave Carraro, on the other 
hand, is used to it.

Dave was pleasant and polite to the 
media folk and fans who wanted a photo 
or a quote or two.  But spend a moment 
or two with him one-on-one and there 
was no doubt about it: he was ready to 
get things wrapped up and head down 
the coast to Gloucester.

It was time to go fishing.

Big and comfy
The fact of the matter is, the 

television exposure and merchandising 
opportunities are what they are.  But 
Dave Carraro takes his fishing – both 
charter and commercial – very seriously.

And that, he says, is why he chose a 
Calvin Beal 44 to replace his previous 
older, smaller Tuna.com.

“A big part of my business is 
charters,” says Carraro.  “We average 
100 charters a year between April 1 
and the third week of July.  From then 
on, we’re commercial fishing up until 
Christmas.

“Two big things I was looking for 
were room and comfort.   Word of mouth 
led me to SW Boatworks and the Calvin 
Beal models – the 44 with its 17’6” 

THE BOAT

LOA – 44’
Beam – 17’6”
Transom – 16’2”
Designer – Calvin Beal Jr.

For more information contact  
SW Boatworks at (207) 667-7427 or via 
e-mail: <info@calvinbealboats.com>.

beam offered the sort of room I was 
looking for.”

Carraro says he met Calvin Beal (see 
sidebar) during the building process and 

was impressed by the Beals Island 
designer’s passion for his boats.

“You can tell that Calvin takes a 
Brian Robbins photo
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Continued from previous page Shakedown Cruise
lot of pride in seeing his legacy carried 
on, even though he’s no longer involved 
in the building process,” says Carraro.

Carraro says he was looking for the 
deck space for his six-person charters 
and a stable working platform.

“Comfort for my charter customers 
and comfort for me and my crew when 

we’re commercial fishing – that was 
important to me.”

And the verdict after running Tuna.
com from Ellsworth down to Northeast 
Harbor for final rigging and sea trials?

“This 44 is a totally different animal 
than my old boat,” he says.  “My 
other boat was steady when you were 

moving … but 
you’re only 
moving about 
five percent of 
the time.  The 
rest of the time 
you’re sitting 
at the mercy of 
whatever comes 
your way.

“This boat is 
ideal,” he says.  
“Head-to, side-
to, stern-to … it’s a rock-solid working 
platform.”

Knowing how Carraro feels about 
his new 44-footer – and knowing how 
in-demand the model is right now, it’s 
amazing to think it almost never came 
to be.  Calvin Beal was just getting the 
wooden strip-planked plug underway 
when the economy took a nosedive in 
2006.

“I almost gave up on it,” says 
Calvin, shaking his head.  “But my 
wife Jeannine told me to keep going.  I 
finally figured, ‘I’ve started it; I might 
as well finish it.’”

There are a lot of people who are glad 
he did – including Stewart Workman 
and Dave Carraro.

Performance and economy
At one point during our conversation, 

I ask Dave about overnighters.  And 
that’s when I get a flash of the very 
serious Dave Carraro.

“Absolutely,” he says.  “Once our 
season starts, the boat’s out every day – 

often 3 to 5 days 
at a time.”

He looks me 
dead in the eye.

“I’m not here 
to catch fish – I’m 
here to catch fish 
and make money.  
Going out and 
returning every 
day is nothing 
more than 
wasting money.   

“You have to do this with a business 
sense,” he says.  “If I stay out, the only 
thing I spend out there is my time.”

Alrighty, then: we’ve established 
that economy is key to Dave’s operation.  
How did he feel about his new 
44-footer’s 1000-horse C18 Caterpillar 
once they’d had a chance to run her for 
a few days?

“We had the boat close to working 
trim for sea trials,” says Dave.  “And I’m 
really happy with the performance.”

AccuTech Marine Propeller spec’d 
a 32”x34” 4-blade for Tuna.com’s C18 
Cat/2.04:1 ZF gear combo and it dialed 
in well, says Dave.

“At wide-open throttle, we were 
turning 2350 RPM and pulling 96% load 
on the Cat.”  (The C18 is rated at 2300.) 

And cruise?
“We actually have two cruise speeds,” 

he says.  “For charters, we’ll cruise  
16-17 knots – but when we’re 
commercial fishing, I’m really only 
looking for a 10-knot cruise … and I  
can do that with this boat and only  

THE CONTROLS

Dave Carraro has his choice 
of three helm stations aboard 
Tuna.com, depending on where 
the action is – main bulkhead, 
aft of the wheelhouse on the 
starboard side, and at the transom.  
All three stations feature a ZF 
CruiseCommand single-lever 
electronic control head, which give 
Tuna.com’s C18 Cat and ZF 500 
marine gear their marching orders.  
The CruiseCommand system features 
plug-in installation and push-button 
set-up for ease of programming.  
That transom station will no doubt 
see its share of green water, but not 
to worry: each CruiseCommand 
control head is self-contained and 
watertight.  For more information, 
contact ZF Marine at 1-877-896-4040 
or visit <www.zf.com/marine>.

Brian Robbins photo 

Tuna.com’s transom helm station.  

Tuna.com at speed.
Brian Robbins photo
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41’ Libby Hull

FPT C13 – 750 Mhp 

Reverse Gear ZF 360A
1.964: 1 ratio 

4 blade 30” x 36” propeller 

FPT C13 750

FPT C13 and 41’ Libby - An Efficient Combination

41’ Libby Hull

FPT C13 – 750 Mhp 

Reverse Gear ZF 360A
1.964: 1 ratio

4 blade 30” x 36” propeller 

41’ Libby Hull

FPT C13 – 750 Mhp 

Reverse Gear ZF 360A
1.964: 1 ratio 

4 blade 30” x 36” propeller 

Travis Doughty of Cushing, Maine, wanted a powerful, high performance engine for his new boat, Chelsey Ann Briella. Doughty chose 

the FPT C13 and is very impressed with the engine’s power and efficiency. With a WOT speed of 28 knots and cruise speed of

20 knots @1800rpm, the engine’s fuel consumption is 19 gallons per hour. According to Doughty, “it’s fast and efficient to work out of.”

   MSHS offers a complete line of FPT engines that satisfy the most demanding marine applications:
   High specific outputs    High torque at low rpm    Light weight compact design    Reduction of noise/vibration

For more information on FPT engines, call 207-832-1142 or the dealer nearest you or visit www.mshs.com.   

 Rhode Island Engine Co. - Narragansett, RI  401-789-1021     Yankee Marina -  Yarmouth, ME   207-846-4326            Hinckley Yachts - Portsmouth, RI  401-683-7114             Diesel Tech Inc. - Freeport, NY   516-867-3246        Bayside Diesel Services - Mystic, CT  860-536-2038           

Motor-Services Hugo Stamp, Inc.
Authorized Distributor and Service Center Toll free: 800-622-6747 | +1 207-832-1142 | www.mshs.com  

Kennedy Marine Engineering -  Steuben, ME  207-546-7139       James Rich Boat Yard - Bernard, ME  207-244-3208       Journey's End Marina  - Rockland, ME   207-542-1879       Steve’s Shop -  Charlestown, MA   617-241-5335       Yankee Marine Diesel Inc. - Fairhaven, MA 508-509-4941       

burn 10 gallons an 
hour.”

And the bottom 
line?

“My old boat 
would do 10 knots/10 
gallons an hour 
… but now I have 
almost twice the 
working space.  This 
is great.”

Dave’s style of 
fishing doesn’t call 
for much trolling, but 
when he does, his 
ZF CruiseCommand 
controls (see sidebar) 
offer the option.

“Right now, we 
can troll at about 3.5 knots,” he says.  
“I’m going to recalibrate it down to 2.5 
… when we do troll, that’s the speed we 
want.”

R.E. Thomas provided Tuna.com’s 
2-1/2” AQ-22 shaft and running gear 
while Soundown keeps the big Cat quiet 
with engine room insulation.

Lights … camera …
One has to wonder: was the Wicked 

Tuna series even a consideration during 
the building of the boat … as far as 
layout, for instance?

“No – not at all,” says Dave.  “You 
have to remember: when we take 
charters, that’s six extra people.  When 
we’re commercial fishing and they’re 
filming, it’s only one guy with a camera.  
They have several fixed cameras – the 

helms, the cockpit 
– but the one guy 
besides us is nothing.  
He’s non-existent.”

How about – 
and I gave Dave 
the option of “no 
comment” if he 
preferred – the idea 
of staged moments 
or repeating 
something for the 
camera?

“When we’re 
fishing, we’re 
fishing,” he says.  
“No concessions.   
Yeah, if we’ve 
landed one and 

we’re bringing it aboard, I’ll make 
sure they can get a good shot of 
it – but we’re not going to take a 
chance on losing a fish.”

He pauses, then adds, “Really?  
The only time they’ve asked us to 
do something over was early in the 
morning, walking down the dock.  
They’ve had us do it a few times: 
they’ll shoot your feet one time; then 
they’ll shoot your face … but really, 
that’s about all.”

There were no National Geographic 
Channel cameras in the wheelhouse 
during our visit, but there was a lot of 
Simrad equipment, supplied by BOE 
Marine.  BOE also provided elements of 
Tuna.com’s lighting arrangement, along 
with New England Bow Thruster and 
Hubbell.

A Northern Lights genset will be the 
source for spark at sea during the hours 
laying-to.  Wiring (an extensive job for 
this project) was handled by Kramp 
Electronics.  Steering and hydraulics 
were supplied by Lonnie’s Hydraulics.

Tuna.com’s wheelhouse began as 
a standard CB 44 molded unit; the 
windshield was moved ahead 20” 
and the housetop was 
lengthened overall.

Accommodations 
above include a small 
galley and settee in 
the wheelhouse, along 
with cabinetry 

by Custom Marine Plastics Inc.  Dave’s 
Pompanette captain’s chair is matched 
by a Pompanette bench on the port side.  
Down below are an oversized v-berth, a 
hanging closet and an enclosed head.

Dave Carraro is big on regular 
maintenance and spare equipment 

Brian Robbins photo

Tuna.com shows off her Beals 
Island heritage.

THE DOG
On hand for 

Tuna.com’s sea 
trials (as he is for a 

good chunk of the 
fishing season) was 
Dave Carraro’s dog 

Pickles.  The 9-year-
old Wheaten Terrier 

is as fierce about 
fishing as his master 
– perhaps even more 

so.  Pickles equates the 
starting of the main 

engine with hooking up a tuna – to 
the point where he gets agitated if 
someone even moves in the general 
direction of the main helm.   
Tuna.com’s bilge pump switches 
happen to be mounted in the 
spot where the ignition key was 
on Carraro’s previous boat; every 
check of the bilges sent Pickles 

into a “Where’s the tuna?” frenzy.  
For more information on  

Tuna.com Charters (and Pickles), 
e-mail <tuna.comcharters@

yahoo.com> or visit <www.fv-tuna.com>.

See SHAKEDOWN, next page

Brian Robbins photos 

Carraro and Pickles at the transom station.
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IT'S BIG! IT'S A WESMAC! IT'S THE …

NEW

Responding to our customers’ requests for a 
wider 46-footer, the SUPER 46 combines 

roominess (46'9"x17'2") with Wesmac 
traditional styling above the waterline and 
our hard chine v-bottom. Contact us today 
for details and pricing on the SUPER 46 - 

or any of our proven Wesmac models!

LOA

BEAM

ELECTRIC CLUTCHES

HYDRO-SLAVE
SAME DAY SERVICE 

WORLD’S LARGEST POT HAULER MFG. FOR OVER 40 YEARS

Call John for more information 1-800-747-7550 • Or visit us on 
the internet: http://www.midcoast.com/~marinhyd/

MARINE HYDRAULIC ENGINEERING
17 Gordon Drive • Rockland, Maine • Fax: 207-594-9721  

Email: marinhyd@midcoast.com

“THINKING OF BUILDING A NEW BOAT?”
LET US QUOTE YOU ON A POWER STEERING OR A POT HAULER.

“THINKING OF BUILDING A NEW BOAT?”
LET US QUOTE YOU ON A POWER STEERING OR A POT HAULER.

HAULERS AVAILABLE 8” TO 17”
TE

T TE
T W

OUR NEW GENERATION SUPER BLOCKS5.5 HP HONDA POWER UNIT

V

POWER STEERING AVAILABLE IN 5 CLASSES

T
T

HIGH EFFICIENCY VANE 
PUMP 
$544.70

16” SPOKED WHEEL

DUAL RAM
QUADRANT ASSEMBLY

and fluids; his 44-footer allows for a 
spacious engine room (even with the 
C18) and plenty of storage area.

Metal fabrication for the project was 
split between Nautilus Marine and 
Esposito’s Welding.  Esposito also built 
Tuna.com’s twin aluminum fuel tanks, 
with a total capacity of 800 gallons.

Homeward bound
On the evening of June 19 at 8:13 

PM the post went up on the FV-Tuna.
com Charters Facebook page: “Bye-bye, 
Maine.  14 long months and we’re ready 
for tuna charters!  20 knots, calm seas 
and 139 miles to go.”

Tuna.com was officlally headed 
home, looking to be headed out on her 
first charter within a couple of days.

Meanwhile, Stewart Workman and 
his crew were back in the shop with 
plenty of work ahead of them.

Dave Carraro had a few weeks of 
charter trips before 
the commercial tuna 
season got going … 
and the Wicked Tuna 
filming begun.  

SW Boatworks had 
no immediate plans 
for further television 
exposure … but one 
never knows. 

Reality 
boatbuilding, 
perhaps?  ■

Continued from previous page Shakedown Cruise THE TV SERIES 
From the National 

Geographic Channel 
folks: “Viewers will 
have to wait until 
early 2016 to catch 
Dave Carraro on 
the fifth season 
of Wicked Tuna, but there’s plenty of bluefin battles, high-stakes 
drama, and intense competition on the popular spinoff series Wicked 
Tuna: Outer Banks.

“When it comes to commercial tuna fishing in the Outer Banks, 
there’s no such thing as Southern hospitality.  Gloucester captains 
Dave Marciano of the Hard Merchandise, TJ Ott of the Hot Tuna, 
and Tyler Mclaughlin of the Pinwheel  are in for a rough ride as they 
race to catch fish before the government catch quota runs out.  But 
Mother Nature has her own agenda - the weather in the Outer Banks 
is notoriously unpredictable, so the New England captains must be 
ready for extremely rough seas, high winds and erratic currents.

“The Gloucester captains will also have to contend with a tough 
group of highly skilled Carolina fishermen: Captain Greg Mayer, last 
season’s champion and captain of the Fishin’ Frenzy; Captain Britton 
Shackleford of the Doghouse, plus two new competitors - local legend 
Charlie “Grif” Griffin of the Reels of Fortune, and Captain Tami Gray of 

the Reel Action, who helms 
an all-female boat.” 

Wicked Tuna: Outer 
Banks premieres Sunday, 
July 19 at 9 pm ET on 
National Geographic 
Channel.

Brian Robbins photos

Dave Carraro at the helm. 

Stewart 
Workman in 
the bilge.

A stern shot 
of Tuna.com.
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CUSTOM FINISHING OF ANY HULL  •  REPAIRS  •  REPOWERS   •  HULL & TOP KITS

 
www.swboatworks.com

Contact Captain Stewart Workman at:  
swboatworks@gmail.comLamoine, Maine   (207)-667-7427

SW Boatworks™

 

CALVIN BEAL 30 – 34 – 36 – 38 – 42  – 4 4  – 46

YOUNG BROTHERS 30 - 33 - 35 - 38 - 40 - 42 - 45 - 46

CUSTOM FINISHING OF ANY HULL  •  REPAIRS  •  REPOWERS   •  HULL & TOP KITS

WICKED
If you've ever watched Wicked Tuna on 

the National Geographic Channel, you 

know who Capt. Dave Carraro is - and 

you know how serious Dave is about tuna 

fishing.  We were honored when Dave 

came to us to have his new 

FV-Tuna.com built: our popular 

Calvin Beal 44.  Dave chose the CB 44 

for its beamy (17' 6") dimensions; its 

proven reputation for comfort and 

stability; and its economical performance.  

With sea trials complete, Dave left for his 

home port in Gloucester in mid-June a 

happy customer - and ready for a new 

season of FV-Tuna.com charters and tuna 

fishing.  We're wicked proud.    
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Congratulations FV-Tuna.com!Congratulations FV-Tuna.com!

AccuTech Marine Propeller, Inc.
24 Crosby Road, Unit #6
Dover, NH 03820
603-617-3626
www.accutechmarine.com

Esposito's Welding
159 Blue Hill Road
Surry, ME 04684
207-667-2442
www.espositoswelding.com

New England Bow Thruster
800 Flanders Road
Groton, CT 06340
860-625-1368
www.newenglandbowthruster.com

Northern Lights Marine Generators
For the dealer in your area:
800-480-4223
978-475-7400
www.northern-lights.com

BOE Marine
325 Cleat Street
Stevensville, MD 21666
866-735-5926
www.boemarine.com

CONGRATULATIONS & 

WICKED FISHING TO 

CAPT. DAVE CARRARO 

AND FV-TUNA.COM FROM 

THESE PROUD SUPPLIERS


